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Terre Haute Was Officially Founded In 1819 
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I have been asked why Terre Haute went to the east 
instead as originally intended, as I have been told and 
so my own observations. When Congress dedicated that 
there be a Highway from the far east to the far west, 
in 1806 a section was appropriated for that extended 
through the State of Ohio and to some distance into In- 
diana so it would be only natural that our town would 


build linial with it and get away from the original plan 
of following the Wabash River. I would say too, that 


the trend of travel would be greater than over the North 


and South way, since there were no big cities to be reach- * 


ed by the old plan, and again there was a great deal of 
open space that could be used for business houses and 
more ideal residential districts away from whatever in- 
dustrials might develop along the river front. 


] 
God Bless America 


— — — — — — — — for in your confines lies our good old loyal City—our 


homes, where we are blest with thy bountiful gifts, where the flesh, the grains 
and other foods grow almost at our door steps, we hardly know the hardships 
and wants of tnose who are not so fortunate, while Florida may have its Citrus 
and mild climate yet they may not thave Meats, Produce, Bacon, Butter, etc., as 
we have them.” 


Our climate with its four seasons gives us all the different seasonable 
pleasures, not enjoyed by all other localities, it is true our seasons, especially 
our winters have changed in the last 50 to 70 years, when it was not uncommon 
to have temperatures of 16 below and better, ice being cut out of the Wabash 
River 16 inches and thicker, the ice being first scored with plow like affair 
drawn by a horse, after which men with large saws would cut it into blocks 
which was then pulled up into Ice Houses on the east banks and packed between 
saw dust for the following summer’s consumption. 


Ye Grand Old Wabash River — — while not so deep and big as you used 
to be your praises are still being sung all over this free land, I can remember 
when Steam Boats plied your surfaces and the Idle Lee and Idle Hour carried 
freight such as Bacon, Hams and other meats, Sorghum, Corn, other grains and 
foods to Terre Haute from the lower Wabash River towns, the cargos were un-- 
loaded on rock shores on the east banks of the river between the bridge down 
to the Chio street roadway. 


The old wooden bridge that then crossed the river on the Old National Trails 
built upon pilings and wooden pilasters with its planked floors; while you could 
not see the horses and vehicles you would know about where they were by the 
clatter of the loose floor boards, this old bridge had a draw that could be raised 
so that the Steam Boats could pass through and still clear their smoke stacks. 


Terre Haute has grown when we realize that at the time when the old 
Congregational Church that stood on this very spot before being taken down to 
make room for the Deming Hotel, the citizens at time could not understand why 
it should be built away out in the Country, this Church “and I remember it well” 
a very nice building for those days was built in the year of 1838 and was dis- 
mantled in 1913. 


The Artisian Bath House near Ohio Street and just off the East bank of 
the Wabash, with its pool and buildings all made of wood, since there were not 
the Concretes and glazed bricks as we have them in these days, you can still 
see the well bringing forth that water that many peoples in those days came 
from other places to get the benefits of this water which was considered medi- 
cinal and as good as found anywhere, and today people drink this water and 
carry it away in jugs. 


Naylor Opera House at Fourth and Main Streets — — a very much up-to- 


date in its days with its large Auditorium, spacious Stage and Opera Boxes, this 
nice building with its Stores on the ground floors and office rooms on the second 
floor was consummed by fire on July 21st, 1896. 


i SS 


Havens & Geddes Dry Goods Store, at Fifth and Main Streets, N. E. Cor- 
ner — — This building was very much up-to-date and would stil! be good today 
had not a fire destroyed it in the evening of December 19th, 1898, in this fire two 
persons gave up their lives, Claude Herbert who went to the elevator to help 
out every one that he could, gave up his life and today you can see the Drinking 
Fountain on Fifth Stréet just north of Wabash Avenue that was erected there 
in his honor, the other person was Miss Katherine Maloney, this fire also de- 
stroyed several other business houses to the east of it as well as the large 
buildings at the rear on the Fifth Street side up to Cherry Street. 


The Old National House on the S. W. Corner of Sixth and Main Streets — — 
This old three-story building, built of the soft brick that were used before the 
days of our more improved hard brick and as was the custom that when a build- 
ing began to look bad it was usually painted grey, with its Retail Store Rooms 
on the Main street side and the entrance and lobby on the Sixth Street side, this 
Pogg was dismanteled to make room for the store rooms as ycu now see 
them. 


The Buckeye Cash Store on the S. E. Corner of Sixth and Main Sireets —— — 
(This store was later moved over to Fifth and Wabash Avenue, and then known 
as the Havens & Geddes Stores) the old Buckeye was burglarized one night in 
1889 and the following day three men and a woman were arrested, the woman 
Ethel Towne, “and can you imagine a woman who smoked Cigarettes” well this 
word got out on the streets and it was said great numbers went down to the jail 
we OTE Sunday to see a woman that really smoked Cigarettes, times have 
changed. 


The Old Prairie House — — “Of course it was erected before my time” at 
that time out in the country in the corner of a corn field, I do remember this 
old grey painted brick with its addition that ran almost back to Cherry street, 
the store rooms on the east end on the Main street side would compare well with 
some of the old store fronts that you have seen in some old river front street, in 
1910 this old building was revamped with a veneer of the new hard face brick 
and many fancy coppings, a large window placed on the Wabash Avenue side 
near Seventh Street and so with the painters and carpenters work well done 
we now had a modern Hostilary and called it the Terre Haute House although 
I believe it had been known by that name some time before while the building 
proper was undergoing this change the annex section was removed to make place 
for the now Grand Opera House Building. The present Hotel Building was 
erected in 1927. 


Terminal Arcade — — now unoccupied, this massively constructed building, 
as far as it went, this originally was intended to be a tall building with Barber 
Shops, Restaurants and what have you in the basement with its Terminal en- 
trance leading to the Traction trains back of it up to Cherry Street, the Arcade 
entrance was to have stores or shops as we might call them on both sides and 
the upper stories were to be offices for Lawyers, Doctors as well as their own 
offices, the Traction Co. had many good intentions and had asked to close some 
of the streets and alleys in that vicinity but along came an ill wind and the 
Electric Trains went out of the picture, the Busses taking their places, what 
will be next, I am glad that we are fixed for the next move, as I see it Hulman 
Airport the next stop. 


The Hulman Corner at Ninth Street — — In the olden days there were two 
old buildings that looked more like houses than stores, the one nearest corner 
held one of the old time Saloons and the other a Fish Market neither one needed 
any signs on them for you could locate them by their odors, the Hulman build- 


ing was erected in 1893 by Mr. Herman Hulman, a grand old gentleman who did 
many good deeds that never were recorded only to those benefited, this whole- 
sale firm had formerly been located at Fifth and Wabash on the N. E. Corner 
and this another one of the typical grey buildings. 


Ye Old Scissor Grinder — — was located on about the spot of the now 
Hulman Building, N. E. Corner, he had a peculiar method of getting power to 
operate his machinery, a large wooden wheel about 6 to 7 feet high and about 
16 inches wide constructed so that dogs were driven into it whenever he needed 
power and by their running inside this wheel it would revolve, on an axle, that - 
led through the old brick wall building and spin his machinery, he had to keep 
arten these dogs often to go faster, these dogs were especially large black 
ellows. 


The Old Canal Warehouse — — that stood on Wabash Avenue, just east of 


9% street, you may remember it when it was used as a wholesale commission 
house, “I am now going to talk of this somewhat before my time so as to be 
able to explain this building,” this building had been the Depot for the old canal 
which in its days had been a big means of transporting freight both north and 
south of Terre Haute, freight was carried as far north as Lafayette, Indiana 
and the original intention had been to connect up with Lake Erie, this canal 
came tlown along the river, up by the old Fort Harrison site (now the Elks 
Club) it is still visible, then it came down the north-west part of the town up 
to what is now the Pennsylvania Railway right of way over to about 9% street 
and on down past the old warehouse at Main street, thence under a bridge that 
spanned it on Main street making towards the south-east, the now C. M. & St. P. 
Railroad covers part of it below the city, it headed over towards Riley and other 
towns in Indiana and finally wound its way towards Evansville, in those days, 
they say, the Pork Packing business was a big factor here and several of our 
oe families started their ways to a fortune, I wish we had some of this 
pork now, 


The Hinky-Dink Railway — — at least that is what we called it because it 


was a crude contraption, this outfit consisted of a small flat car about half the 
size of the Railway flat cars of today, upon this car were mounted an upright 
steam boiler (that was fired with cord wood) to which an upright steam engine 
was attached which furnished power to the rear axle, another car somewhat 
lower with its wooden benches set crosswise, it had a canvass top with fringe 
along the edges, can you imagine this crude apparatus puffing out Wabash ave- 
nue to Blakes Hill, this is the hill just west of the now Highland Lawn Ceme- 
tery, its Station and loading place was an empty lot on the south side of Main 
oa between 18th and 19th streets, just west of the now Fire House at 19th 
street. 


The Fair Grounds — — replaced now by the Stadium, this was the home of 
the Famous Four Cornered Race Track, they said that when Grimes came to 
laying out this track, “that later became famous all over the country wherever 
horse racing was known” he found himself bounded on the north side by the 
property line, on the east by Fruitsidge Avenue and on the south by the Old 
National Road and had to make what would be a four cornered track but after 
all this track was fast and has been copied in many cases. Harness Racing was 
a big thing in former years in Terre Haute and the old town’s name became 
famous when Nancy Hanks established a World’s record of 2:04 which was 
much faster than had ever been made by a 8 year old, many horses brought 
big prices and a great deal of trading was done here and at the Terre Haute 
House where Gentlemen Horsemen meet, Axtell was sold for $105,000, new com- 


pare the difference in the money of today and you will see what I mean by high 
prices, the Amptheatre on the west side, the Judges, Timers and Starters stands 
were to the east side in front of the Ampitheatre and track at about where 
the stadium stands, the track itself was guarded by a high boarded fence and 
a two boarded railing fence on the inner side making it possible to see the 
horses and their sulky drivers all around the track, the Grand Circuit Races 
had been held on this track. These were the busy days around the Terre Haute 
House where sportsmen from all over the country would meet, and it was the 
custom in those days to have the best, the Hotel Bar Tenders would wear their 
Broadcloth full dress suits with the regulation black bow ties and starched shirt 
fronts, Horses, Horses, they were everywheres, several stock farms in the vicin- 
ity with this own tracks, a number of Horsemen built and maintained their 
own straight-away track on College Avenue to Fruitridge Avenue, starting about 
Brown Avenue where a great deal of money was wagered as to who had the best 
horse. 


Edgewood Grove — — in the earlier days was then known as Deer Park, 
there were several Deers in this enclosure, the old McKeen Home has since been 
razed but the big barn has been remodled into an Apartment. 


Deming Place — — which had been a wheat field up to the year of 1918 
when finally platted and opened un for sale, it did not take long and many homes 
were in the course of construction, the city had in the meantmie grown beyond 
on both Poplar Street and Wabash Avenue and more residential locations became 
very apparent. 


Montrose Section — — beginning at 17th and Crawford and continuing both 
south and east had been a corn field and when opened up added a great deal to 
the growth of this part of the city, people wanted to get out farther to the quiet 
and away from the manufacturing centers. 


In speaking of the parks of the earlier days there were several that we 
would class as amusement parks among which were: 


Harrison Park — — which was located just north and adjoining Collett Park 
“by the way this is now well covered with fine homes and is known as Collett 
Park Woods” the Street Car Co., probably interested in more street car fares 
erected a frame building containing a large stage and the necessary dressing 
rooms, this building was located at Indiana Ave., lawn benches faced the stage 
and were out in the open, the car tracks were extended over from the North 13th 
Street line to the east entrance. another entrance was through Collett Park 
which accommodated the crowds off the North 8th street car line, very creditable 
Vaudeville, Band Concerts and Stage plays being offered the public. This park 
was named for the President of the Street Car Company at that time. 


Lake View Park — — a big time amusement park located just east of the 
Trianon building about 29th and Wabash Avenue, here we found a very high 
Rolley Coaster with its big dips and sharp curves, Merry-Go-Rounds, Dance 
Hall, which was used for Band Concerts and Shows on enclement weather days, 
also an artificial lake where you could take your best girl for a boat ride and 
never be very far off shore, hard times came along and the patronage cut down 
until it had to cease operations, it must be said that this place had offered some 
good band concerts, the operators from a family of the best known bands in 
the middle west at that time, the Ringgold Band. 


Hulman Park — — in the early 80’s was located at the end of the South 3rd 
street car line on Strawberry Hill at the north-east corner of Hulman street, 


this was what was known as a family park, where there was dancing or you 
could sit at out-door tables and eat hot dogs and drink hot coffee and other re- 
freshments, people were much easier to entertain then. 


Other Parks have been added since and I need not mention them as they 
are here to show for themselves. . 


The Old Vandalia Railroad Depot — — was located on Chestnut street at 
what is now the C. & E. I. Railway, this old brick building, two stories at the 
front, with the offices on the second floor and one story extension to the north 
end, in this were the waiting room, and ticket offices, it may not be necessary 
to explain to you how it was heated in the winter time, it sure was the usual 
great big cast iron stove with ashes and very little if ever any polish on it. 
Trains coming into the Depot, those coming from the west had to pull over 
somewhat east and then back down so as to be headed right to continue again 
to the east, those coming from the east had to pull to the west and back down 
the Y since the main line was farther north as it is today, it was called the 
Vandalia Line, the present Station being built along the lines of both the north 
and south roads to eliminate the old Y, this Station was opened in the fall of 
1893, since its erection the tall Spiral has been cut down considerably and the 
train sheds that covered all trains completely on both the east-west and the north- 
south trains have been taken away, in former years the repair shops covered 
most all the Railroad property east of the tracks and down to near Chestnut 
eee these shops were removed to the present location in the north-east part 
of the city. - 


The Big Four Depot — — originally was located at the 6th street crossing 
and was one of usual one story buildings such as you would expect to see in some 
little old town these days, people seemed to be satisfied because after all they 
didn’t know about the modern things that were to come, it was replaced by the 
present Station. 


The Normal School — — (as it was then known) burned practically to its 
foundations in 1888, there was quite a rumor at that time that it would never 
be rebuilt in Terre Haute as some other cities wanted this school, but by hard 
work of some of the good citizens it was replaced by the present building that 
faces to 6th street, today, it with its many additional buildings and Dormitories 
for both men and women that cover a big section of this part of the city, State 
of Indiana we are very proud of you for the education that you are giving to the 
young so that they will be able to carry on thy good work. 


Terre Haute in its earlier days was practically a one street town as far as 
east or west of the Railroad was concerned, Ohio street was closed by switching 
yards, Poplar street was usually blocked by switching trains, and Chestnut was 
also a busy Railroad crossing with its many tracks, the citizens especially those 
of the east side began demanding of the city officials to make some arrange- 
ments with the E. & T. H. Railway Company to have Ohio street opened for 
through traffic, and many rumors were current as to why the officials of the 
city and the Railway Company did not get together, one proposition was that 
a wooden viaduct be built over the tracks extending from 9% street to about 
lith street, and this did not set very well with the adjacent property owners 
and that fell by the wayside, finally an arrangement was made by the city offi- 
cials that the city pay the Railway Company $55,000 damages, many of the 
citizens could not understand why the railroad company should have such a big 
amount of damages, then in 1903 Ohio street was finally opened. Mr. Demas 
Deming came to the rescue, the city wished to have a large Park site and at 
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the same time Rose Polytechnic needed a larger and better school, the General 
Education Board of Rockefeller Endowment agreed to advance to the school $100,- 
000 providing that the city would raise $200,000 so that Ohio Street crossing would 
be opened Mr. Deming would sell to the city the tract that is now Deming Park 
for $155,000 and that he would turn $100,000 towards the amount required of the 
city to raise and he would expend the $55,000 in opening up and boulevarding 
Ohio street from 25th street to the park entrance, there was still a shortage of 
$100,000 which was furnished by some of our good citizens. 


Industries — — In the very early days Terre Haute must have been a big 
producer of especially of Pork that was shipped to the markets by Canal and 
much of the wealth came through that course, there still is some Pork packing 
business and I wonder where that piggie has gone. 


The Blast Furnace in 1895 was located where the C. M. & St. P. Ry. yards 
are now located about two squares north of Hulman Street. Ore that was ship- 
ped here from Missouri (and some taken from our own hills just west of the 
Wabash River) was melted into pig bars of raw Iron that was later made into 
Bars, Rails and the old Iron Cut Nail at the Rolling Mills and Nail Factories, 
this plant covered the grounds east of the C. & E. I. Railway to 14th street and 
from College to within a short distance of Crawford, nails cut in these fac- 
tories were shipped all over this Country and also foreign markets. 


The Car Works — — that was located on Crawford to College Ave., and 
10th street to the now C. M. & St. P. Raìlroad it would be hard to describe the 
vastness of this plant, just think of building Wooden Box or Flat and Coal Cars 
by the thousands. 


Terre Haute’s First Glass Factory — — dates back to the late 1800’s the 
last work there was in 1870, this plant was located on 13th St., just north of 
Crawford St., since then there were the Turner Glass Co. at 25th and Penn- 
sylvania R. R., North Baltimore, just north of Maple Ave., at 19th Street, the 
Root Glass Ractory, (now Owens-Illinois) on South 3rd at Margaret Ave. 

Automobils — — the first of what is now known as the Overland was built 
in Terre Haute in brick building that has since been razed the plant was located 
on 13th Street just north of Plum street. 


Standard Wheel Works — — some of its buildings are still located at 13th 
and Plum streets, this had been one of the largest in the United States and wheels 
were shipped everywhere wooden wheels were used, this plant closed, wire 
wheels replacing the wooden ones. 


Piano Case Factory, located at 19th and Maple Ave., cases were made there 
along in 1920, the products were shipped to the Piano manufacturing concerns 
mostly in the Chicago era. 


Automobile Springs at one time were made in Terre Haute the plant located 
on Fort Harrison Road just east of the C. & E. I. railroad crossing. 


Fork and Garden Tools were formerly made in the buildings now occupied by 
the Louden Packing Co., on South 8rd street. This plant suspended operations 
after a fire that destroyed its machinery in 1904. 


Flour Milling in the latter half of the 1800’s was a big industry here, using 
up the Grain raised in this section of Indiana and eastern Illinois, there were at 
least four larger mills in the city proper, the Kidder Mills at Main and Water 
Street, the McKeen Mills at 10th and Main Sts., the Paddock Mills, 5th street 
at the Vandalia crossing and the Jenckes Mills on Poplar street at about 


where the C. M. & St. P. Railway crosses, this latter Mill burned on a Saturday 
night in 1889, that as I remember it was about as spectacular fire as you would 
see, being built of frame covered with sheet metal, the frame work burning from 
the inside turning the metal into glowing red sheets as they would fall off the 
tall elevator shaft, the McKeen Mills stood until in 1986, being used for other 
purposes until it was dismantled parts of the others are still in some sort of 
service, these mills required many Flour Barrels “people in those days did not 
buy it in small bays but rather by the Barrel” this necessitated barrel factories, 
there were two large ones and many coopers would have their shop at the rear 
of their home lots, I would like to explain more of this but the time is limited. 


Terre Haute has always been a grain distilling center, in the days of the 
wooden barrel there were two Stave and Heading factories, one on Locust street 
just west of the now Gerstmeyer School “which was then the Rose Polytechnic 
School” and the other on Chestnut street just west of the old Vandalia Depot 
their fire hazards and their cramped locations were one of the reasons for them 
to cease operations, then too the metal barrel began to look possible. 

Soft Brick Manufacturing was carried on pretty extensively up to the earlier 
part of 1900’s, these plants, one on North First street road opposite the Ceme- 
tery, the others were located below the city on Prairieton Avenue, before Con- 
crete Blocks and Poured Wall Concrete came into general use most all walls 
and foundations were made of these brick. 


Oil — — there was quite a big oil boom in Terre Haute, oil was found right 


inside the city, a well that operated for many years, located at the rear of 201 
North 9th street first struck its oil in 1889, then derricks went up almost over 
night but did! meet with success. 


Sports — — Terre Haute had always been well represented in Base Ball in 


either the III or Central Leagues, in 1922 won the Penant and in 1932 the first 
half season but were nosed out in the last half, many players went up to the 
Big Leagues, from Terre Haute, Three Fingered Mordicia Brown, Arthur 
Nehf, Charlie Root, Dizzy Trout, Bill Butland, Harry Taylor and others, a 
World’s Champion Bantam Weight Boxer was also a home boy, there were other 
outstanding Sports that I am not familiar with and therefore cannot give them 
their credits, the first real Ball Park I recollect was at the S. E. corner of 19th 
and Main Sts., it was a small frame structure, and the base lines were much 
closer to the stands and made razzing of the opponent players a part of the 
entertainment, the next Park was located at 28th and Wabash Ave. (formerly 
known as Main St.) Bicycle racing events were held here, you can still observe 
parts of the Cinder Track yet, now the Stadium is being used for many of the 
sport events. 


In the verbal it was possible to add many side trips that caused quite a bit 
of amusement, and among them the trip to the Coliseum Burlesque House, that 
stood on the east side of 8th street just south of Cherry, who advertised a special 
show, something new sensational, well the girl choruses shuffled across the stage 
exposing their knees at not more than three inches above and below that in 
those days was risque and the act had to encore several times. 


